
 1 

   Participant Handbook 

 

 

Ada County Juvenile Drug Court 

 

 

 

 
 

6300 W. Denton St. 

 Boise, ID 83704 

 

400 N. Benjamin, Suite 201 

Boise, ID 83704 
 

  



 2 

 

 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

 
SECTION          PAGE 
 

 

Program Description……………………………………………………………………3 

Eligibility Criteria………………………………………………………………………4 

Drug Court Supervision………………………………………………………………...4 

Drug Court Program Rules……………………………………………………………..4-5 

Treatment Procedures…………………………………………………………………..5-6 

Treatment Phases……………………………………………………………………….6-7 

Termination……………………………………………………………………………..7-8 

Graduation………………………………………………………………………………8 

Conclusion………………………………………………………………………………8 

Phone Numbers…………………………………………………………………………8 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 3 

Welcome to the Ada County Juvenile Drug Court Program. This handbook is designed to 

answer questions, address concerns, and provide overall information about the Juvenile 

Drug Court Program. This handbook may be modified, which could subject you to 

further modification.  As a participant, you will be expected to follow the instructions 

given in Drug Court by the Judge and comply with the treatment plan developed for you 

by your counselor. This handbook will detail what is expected of you as a Drug Court 

participant and review general program information. All participants are encouraged to 

share this handbook with family and friends. 

 

PROGRAM DESCRIPTION 

 

The Ada County Drug Court Program is a court-supervised, comprehensive intensive 

outpatient treatment program for certain chemically dependent defendants. This is a 

voluntary program and includes regular court appearances before a designated Drug 

Court Judge. Further requirements include drug testing, individual, group and/or family 

counseling, and sobriety. Ada County Juvenile Court Services has a co-occurring 

treatment program that may be accessible to you.  This means treatment addresses 

substance use and mental health issues and will be determined at a later date.  Probation 

can assist with obtaining education and employment and will provide referrals for 

vocational training, education and/or job placement services. Treatment will focus on 

coping skills, cognitive behavioral modifications to thinking and behavior, relapse 

prevention, recovery enhancement, drug and mental health education, and stress 

management, among others.  The program length is determined by each participant’s 

progress.  

 

After receiving a petition, if you are eligible, you will be offered a choice between the 

Drug Court Program and traditional adjudication. A Deputy Public Defender, private 

counsel and/or Prosecuting Attorney may advise you and discuss the Drug Court Program 

with you.  At anytime you will have access to the Public Defender’s Office.  If you 

choose to participate in the Drug Court Program, you will be scheduled for an 

Admit/Deny Hearing and then your case will be transferred to the Drug Court Probation 

Officer. 

 

Prior to the appearance in Drug Court, you will have to complete an intake and screening 

process with the treatment provider and fulfill any other conditions of release. If you are 

accepted into the program, you will be required to admit to the charges and the Public 

Defender will be appointed to represent you throughout your participation in Drug Court. 

Successful completion and “graduation” from the program will result in having your 

admission set aside and the charge(s) dismissed. Failure or dismissal from the program 

will result in your case proceeding to sentencing on the basis of your admission. 

 

Prior to entering your plea, your attorney will be provided with the police report(s). You 

can decide against entering the program at any time until you admit on record. If you 

decide not to enter the program, the Court will remand the case back to traditional Court. 
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A Fourth Judicial District Court Judge serves as the Drug Court Judge. The Judge will 

oversee your progress and have full jurisdiction over the entire process. Only the Judge 

will make final determination of entry into the program, with input from the other Drug 

Court Team members. 

 

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA 

 

As a general rule, the Juvenile Drug Court Program has been developed as an option for 

juveniles with substance abuse and mental health issues. The program is not available to 

individuals with a juvenile record of serious violence or non-Ada County residents.  This 

program may not be available to juveniles who have previously been adjudicated on 

delivery of a controlled substance and/or manufacturing of a controlled substance and/or 

possession with intent to deliver a controlled substance.   

 

 

DRUG COURT SUPERVISION 

 

As a Drug Court participant, you will be required to appear in Drug Court on a regular 

basis. The Judge will be given a progress report prepared by your Probation Officer and 

counselor regarding your drug test results, attendance and participation in your treatment 

plan and compliance to other conditions set forth by the Court. The Judge may ask you 

questions about your progress and discuss any specific problems you have been 

experiencing. 

 

If you are doing well, you will be encouraged to continue with the program and work 

with your counselor towards graduation from Drug Court.  If you are not doing well, the 

Judge will discuss with you any concerns the Drug Court Team has, and determine 

further action. The goal of the Drug Court Program is to help you achieve total abstinence 

from illicit and illegal drugs and alcohol, and to help you reach your life skills.  If you are 

having problems, the Judge may order a variety of sanctions such as:  additional testing, 

more counseling, court attendance, community service or detention/jail up to and 

including removal from Drug Court. 

 

If you do not appear in Court on the date and time scheduled, you may be arrested. If you 

cannot appear as scheduled, you must notify probation as soon as possible to explain why 

you cannot appear. If you have any questions regarding your Court appearances, you may 

contact the Drug Court Coordinator at 208-287-5628. 

 

PROGRAM RULES 

 

As a Drug Court participant, you will be required to abide by the following rules.  Failure 

to follow these rules could result in a sanction from the Court as defined below: 

 

1.  Abstain from the use of alcohol and illicit drugs. 

This condition is fundamental to successful completion of the program.   There are some 

medications that can cause false positives on a dip test.  These drugs will not test positive 
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for on a quantitative analysis (included in this group are Ephedrine, Sudafed, Ritalin, 

Thorazine, etc). You agree to not ingest any of the aforementioned medications without 

approval by the Court or written request from a licensed physician.   

 

2. Alcohol/drug tests. 

You will be tested throughout the entire treatment process. During the first few months, 

you will be tested frequently and randomly. As you progress through the program, testing 

will be required on a less frequent basis. The Drug Court Judge will have access to all 

alcohol/drug test results including any failures to test, and may order a drug test at any 

time.  

 

3.  Tampering or falsifying a drug test or any other type of alcohol/drug tests will 

not be tolerated. 

 

4. UA’s 

You will be required to call daily the UA Voicemail (287-5637).  UA’s will be called by 

Phases and changed daily by 8:00 am. Please do not leave messages in this voicemail 

box.  Failure to appear when your Phase has been called can result in immediate 

sanctions by the Drug Court Team.   You will be required to follow these guidelines 

when reporting for UA’s: 

                                                       

 WEEK DAYS:  On weekdays, you must report to the Ada County Juvenile 

Benjamin Office by 2:30 p.m.  Participants are to enter through the front doors, 

report to the front desk secretary and inform her that you need to submit to a drug 

and/or alcohol test.  UA’s are from 2:30 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. 

 Any holidays that fall during a weekday, when the County offices are closed, 

UA’s are to be collected at Detention from 10:00 am – 11:00 am. 

 

 WEEKENDS.  On weekends,  UA’s are from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m.  You must 

report to the Ada County Juvenile Court Denton Office by 10:00 a.m.  The 

doors will be locked at 10:10 a.m.  Participants will not be allowed to provide 

an alcohol and/or drug test sample after 11 a.m.  All participants are to report 

to the front entrance to Denton, where detention staff will escort them inside.  If 

the door is not open, go to the Sallyport located at Detention. 

 

5.  Dress Code 

This is a Court of Law.  Accordingly, you are expected to conduct your self in a 

respectful manner.  This also means your appearance, including your clothing, must be 

consistent with the guidelines below.  Please note, you may be sanctioned for appearing 

in Court inappropriately dressed. 

 Clients must be appropriately dressed to enter any Juvenile Court facility. 

 No do-rags (bandannas) shall be worn in the building.  Hats may be worn in the 

lobby at the discretion of juvenile court staff. 

 No gang colors, dress, symbols, or language allowed. 

 Client must wear shoes, shirts and appropriately sized attire. 

 No alcohol, drug, or tobacco references allowed on clothing. 
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 No chains over 18 inches long allowed. 

 Tank tops, spaghetti straps, muscle shirts, halter-tops and tops showing midriffs 

are prohibited. 

 Canvas belts must be tucked in or wrapped around. 

 

6.  Attend all ordered treatment sessions. 
This includes mental health and substance abuse individual sessions, treatment groups, 

and/or family counseling or other sessions as directed. If you are unable to attend 

scheduled sessions you must contact either the treatment provider at 208-287-5600 or the 

Drug Court Coordinator at 208-287-5628. 

 

7. Be on time 
If you are late for treatment, you may not be allowed to participate and will be considered 

non-compliant. Contact your counselor at 208-287-5600 if there is a possibility you may 

be late.   

 

8. Do not make threats towards other participants or staff or behave in a violent 

manner. 
Violent or inappropriate behavior will not be tolerated and will be reported to the Court. 

Violent behavior may result in termination from the Drug Court Program.  

 

9. Attend all scheduled Drug Court sessions. 

You must attend all court sessions ordered by the Court. As a participant, you will be 

expected to dress appropriately for court and all drug court activities. Please see Ada 

County Juvenile Dress Code to make sure you are dressing appropriately.  

 

10.  Behavior while in Court. 

Please remember when you attend Drug Court that you are in a court of law and your 

behavior should demonstrate respect to the Judge, Drug Court Staff, and the other 

participants.  Turn off cell phones.  Do not bring snacks or beverages to court. 

 

11. Maintain confidentiality of other Drug Court participants. 
Treatment cannot be successful unless all participants and families are expected to 

maintain the confidentiality of other participants and of information disclosed in 

treatment. 

 

 

TREATMENT PROCEDURES 

 

Within 24 hours of your acceptance into the Drug Court Program, you will be instructed 

to contact the Ada County Drug Court Coordinator. If deemed appropriate, you may 

attend Ada County’s treatment programming.  Whether you attend Ada County’s 

treatment programming, or another approved provider in the community’s programming, 

expectations would include: 
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1. Treatment Planning 

You and your counselor, following an overall assessment of your risks and needs, will 

develop an initial treatment plan. The plan will act as a guide for your first phase of 

treatment. This plan will help you set goals, select methods for treating those goals and 

develop target dates for achieving those goals. The plan will be kept in your treatment file 

for regular review and necessary updates as you progress through the program. Any 

revisions to the plan will be made and signed by you and your counselor. 

 

 

2. Counseling 

Counseling is comprised of three separate formats: Individual mental health and 

substance abuse sessions, treatment groups, and education. As a part of your treatment 

plan, you will be required to participate in all types of counseling.  When needed, a 

mental health screening will be completed. Together they are designed to develop self-

awareness, realize self-worth, and practice self-discipline. The treatment group sessions 

will include videos, lectures, guest speakers, recovery enhancement, life skills and 

process groups.  Your attendance at groups and counseling sessions will be reported to 

the Judge as part of your progress report. You must contact your counselor if you are 

unable to attend or will be late to a scheduled session. 

 

 

 

TREATMENT PHASES 

 

The Drug Court Treatment Program is a four-phase, highly structured, intensive 

outpatient treatment program lasting a minimum of 9 months, which may be extended 

depending upon your individual progress. Each phase consists of specified treatment 

objectives, therapeutic and rehabilitative activities and specific requirements for 

“graduation” into the next phase. The components and requirements for advancement 

from each phase are at the discretion of the Drug Court Team (such as missed color 

codes, not cooperating with counseling and Phase requirements described below: 

 

Phase 1 (8 weeks in length minimum) 

Orientation and Engagement Phase 
You will attend three groups per week, including 1x week individual and family group, 

with the primary focus on education, as well as, individual mental health, if needed, and 

family counseling sessions.  The goals of this phase are to help the individual understand 

and accept that he or she may have an alcohol/or other drug problem; demonstrate a 

willingness to participate in treatment; learning how to become compliant with the 

conditions of juvenile drug court; and establishing therapeutic relationships with 

treatment counselors.  The Phase 1 Treatment Schedule consists of: 

 

Curfew:  7:00pm weeknights/8:00 pm weekends 

UA’s – minimum of 2-3 times per week administered randomly 
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Treatment Groups:  3 times per week (3:30pm – 5:00pm) on Monday, Wednesday 

and Thursday.  

Family Group is on Tuesday evening from 5:30-7pm.  

 

Phase 1 to Phase 2 

Treatment 

Minimums: 

 3x/week group attendance 

 1x/week individual 

 Weekly family phone contact 

 Moving towards contemplation stage of change 

 Client will complete timeline of use and will present to group for feedback from 

group members.  Client will provide a copy to share with whole drug court team. 

 Client will share in court when moving phases a summary of what was learned in 

the timeline of use and RPP #1 

 Court – Weekly 

Probation 

Minimums: 

 Minimum 60 days in phase 1 

 Minimum 30 day verified clean time 

o Negative UA’s 

o Attendance at UA’s 

 Not being able to move phases during week of missed UA’s or group 

 

     

Phase 2 (8 weeks in length minimum) 

Intensive Treatment Phase 
You will attend two group sessions per week, including the family support group if you 

did not attend the group in Phase 1, with the primary focus on building and identifying 

recovery skills, as well as, individual drug/alcohol, mental health and family counseling 

sessions.  The goals of this phase are to have the participants continue their efforts at 

achieving abstinence and commit to a plan for active treatment; develop an understanding 

of substance abuse and recovery tools; including relapse prevention/recovery 

enhancement prevention; understand and learn how to use cognitive restructuring tools 

that address criminal/risk thinking and substance abuse; work on developing a recovery 

support system; gain important life skills; and work on positive family relationships.  The 

Phase 2 Treatment Schedule consists of: 

 

 Curfew:  8:00pm weeknights/9:00pm weekends 

 UA’s – a minimum of 1-2 times per week administered randomly 

 Treatment groups:  2 times per week (3:30pm – 5:00pm) on Wednesday and  

            Thursday.  

 Family Education Group on Tuesday from 5:30-7pm if not attended in Phase 1 
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 Phase 2 to Phase 3 

Treatment 

Minimums: 

 2x/week group attendance 

 Biweekly individual 

 Weekly family phone contact 

 Completion of family group 

 1x/month family sessions 

 Increased participation in group 

 Completion of RPP #2 focused on faulty beliefs.  Client will write a paper and 

present to the court 10 situations in which they have used, and 10 reasons why 

they have used drugs and what they want to change in their life.  Client will work 

with individual counselor before presenting in court. 

 Court – every 2 weeks 

Probation 

Minimums: 

 Minimum 60 days in phase 2 

 Minimum 30 day verified clean time 

o Negative UA’s 

o Attendance at UA’s 

 Not being able to move phases during week of missed UA’s or group 

 School attendance- if working on GED in program at Victory Academy 

o If completed GED or High School, applying for 10 verifiable jobs per 

week 

o Bring in test or progress report of what they have completed. 

   

Phase 3 (12 weeks in length minimum) 

Transition/Community Engagement Phase 
You will attend one group session per week, with the primary focus to develop your 

Recovery Enhancement Plan, as well as, individual drug/alcohol, mental health and 

family counseling sessions.  The goals of this phase are to demonstrate continued 

abstinence; develop other cognitive and life skills such as anger management; problem-

solving and decision-making; time management; demonstrate continued use of positive 

community support system; and effective and appropriate life skills.  The Phase 3 

Treatment Schedule consists of: 

  

 Curfew:  9:00pm weeknights/10:00pm weekends 

 UA’s – 1-2 times per week administered randomly 

 Treatment Groups:  1 time per week (3:30pm – 5:00 pm) on Monday  

 

 Phase 3 to Phase 4 

Treatment 

Minimums: 

 1x/week group attendance 

 Monthly individual or as needed 

 Weekly family phone contact 
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 1x/month family sessions 

 Attending all required activities 

 Behaviors improving in all life areas as reported by collaterals 

 Completion of family relapse prevention plan & Aftercare plan.  Client will 

present to the court the plan and how it will be implemented in phase 4 

 Court every third week  

Probation 

Minimums: 

 Minimum 90 days in phase 3 

 Minimum 60 day verified clean time 

o Negative UA’s 

o Attendance at UA’s 

 Not being able to move phases during week of missed UA’s or group 

 School attendance- if working on GED in program at Victory 

o If completed GED or High School, applying for 10 verifiable jobs per 

week 

 Increased consequences coming from the family 

 

Phase 4 (8 weeks in length minimum) 

Maintenance/Aftercare Phase 

You will attend one group session per week, with the primary focus on strengthening 

your recovery skills, as well as, individual drug/alcohol and family counseling sessions, 

as needed.  The goals of this phase are to be able to identify and demonstrate internalized 

recovery skills with less intensive support from the program; be able to identify relapse 

issues and coping skills; and help to support others in the earlier phases of the juvenile 

drug court treatment program.  The Phase 4 Treatment Schedule consists of: 

 

 Curfew:  Discretion of the parent 

 Treatment Groups:  1 time per week (3:30pm – 5:00pm) on Monday  

 

 Phase 4 to Graduation 

Treatment 

Minimums: 

 1x/week group attendance 

 Monthly individual or as needed 

 Weekly family phone contact 

 1x/month family sessions 

 Completion of Relapse Prevention Plan 

 Increase in utilization of natural supports 

 Family will present to the court 2 weeks prior to graduation a long-term plan.  

Family will identify how they have been implementing the family relapse plan, 

identification of what they will need in place after graduation and how they have 

been utilizing natural and /or recovery supports. 

 Court – 1 time per month 
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Probation 

Minimums: 

 Minimum 60 days in phase 4 

 Minimum 30 day verified clean time 

o Negative UA’s- will receive random UA’s 

o Attendance at UA’s 

 Not being able to move phases during week of missed UA’s or group 

 School attendance- if working on GED in program at Victory 

o If completed GED or High School, applying for 10 verifiable jobs per 

week 

 Maintaining employment, education or completion of GED if working on GED 

 Remain on UA’s and will be called randomly in Phase 4 

  

Family Education Group 

Participation in Family Education/ Support Group is an important component of the 

treatment and graduation process.  Involvement of the family in juvenile drug court 

increases retention and positive outcomes.  Family Education group consists of five (5) 

sessions.  Each group is held on Tuesday for five (5) weeks from 5:30 – 7:00 pm for 

parents and participant.  The last session is for parents only. 

 

You and your parent(s) may be suggested to participate in individual family sessions, 

including the Family Group held on Tuesday evenings from 5:30 p.m. – 7:00 p.m..   

 

 

GROUP EXPECTATIONS 

 

Treatment group sessions are from 3:30 p.m. until 5:00 p.m.  You are expected to arrive 

on time for treatment group sessions.  Any groups that are missed, you will be 

required to make up, whether it was excused or not.  Missed groups must be reported 

to the Drug Court Coordinator or your primary Drug Court Counselor.  You and your 

parent(s) need to make transportation arrangements so that you can be at group on time 

and you will be picked up as soon as group is finished.  If this is a hardship for any 

reason, please contact the Drug Court Coordinator at 287-5628.   

 

All group members are expected to listen to one another without interrupting, to respect 

the opinions of others, and to offer feedback to other group members. Anything discussed 

during group is confidential, therefore, what is said during group stays in group. 

However, there are exceptions to the confidentiality rule and they are: 

 
 If there is reason to suspect that abuse of a child, an elderly person, or a 

disabled person has occurred, the law requires that it be reported to the 

authorities.  "Abuse" means to neglect, hurt, or sexually molest another 

person. 

 



 12 

 If I believe that you are a clear and imminent danger to yourself or someone 

else, I am required to notify appropriate others to assure the safety of all 

concerned.  An example of this could be your use has continued to escalate 

and I cannot keep it confidential within group any longer, I am concerned 

about your safety, and we need to look at other treatment options for you.  

 

 In a legal proceeding, the patient-therapist communications may be revealed 

if: 

A) Your mental status is an issue for the court, i.e. in a commitment hearing, 

or; 

B) The Judge decides that knowledge of those communications is necessary 

for the proper administration of justice. 

 

 If you discuss details of a crime for which you have not been charged, I am 

required to report this to the proper authorities. 
 

In order for ACJCS Drug Court Treatment program to provide you with education, 

support, and personal growth the following rules are expected to be followed: 
 

 Coming to group under the influence of drugs or alcohol is prohibited; 

 Threatening remarks or gestures is not tolerated; 

 Side talking or whispering to other peers during group session is discouraged; 

 Being disrespectful to the Drug Court Counselors is not tolerated and you may be 

asked to leave group; 

 Maintain accordance with ACJCS dress code; 

 Sexually inappropriate comments, gestures, or excessive use of profanity is not 

tolerated; 

 Sexually inappropriate clothing such as:  low-cut t-shirts, spaghetti strap tops, 

shirts with sexually-related images or clothing that references illicit substances, 

including belts is prohibited; 

 Being racially and culturally sensitive during groups; 

 All cell phones MUST be turned off; 

 Snacks and drinks will be allowed unless it becomes disruptive (i.e. loud chewing, 

chip bags, etc.) and all trash must be cleaned up. 
 

If you fail to follow through with the above-listed rules it could result in your removal 

from group.  If you are asked to leave the group, you will be escorted to the front lobby 

and your parent/guardian, as well as the Drug Court Team, will be notified. If you are 

asked to leave for being under the influence of drugs or alcohol, you will be required to 

wait in the lobby for a parent/guardian to pick you up, and the Drug Court Team will be 

notified.   If you choose to leave the building under the influence, law enforcement will 

be notified.  
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TERMINATION FROM THE PROGRAM 

 

You can be terminated by the Court for non-compliance, new criminal charges, Detention 

Orders or drug testing problems. The Drug Court Judge will make all termination 

decisions. If you are terminated, you will be sentenced on the original charge. Short of 

program termination, you will be subject to a wide variety of possible sanctions for non-

compliance or problems. All sanctions will be imposed by the Drug Court Judge and can 

include jail, trash detail and/or Detention, community service, additional testing, 

additional treatment, demotion in the program and additional court attendance. 

 

 

GRADUATION 

 

Once you have successfully completed the criteria for each phase, you will “graduate” 

from the Drug Court Program. Advancement from each phase and graduation from the 

program shall be determined by the Drug Court Team with final approval determined by 

the Drug Court Judge. Prior to graduation, clients must make up any missed sessions, 

fulfill their financial obligations to the Court or treatment program, complete an 

individual pre-graduation conference with the Drug Court Coordinator and have been 

clean for a minimum of 3 months continual sobriety.   Persons who complete all but the 

financial conditions will be allowed to graduate but all legal benefits remain on hold until 

these obligations are satisfied. Charges will not be dismissed until fees are paid with 3 

month court reviews until all of the obligations are satisfied.  At graduation, your 

family will be invited to join in Court as the Judge congratulates you on successfully 

completing the Drug Court Program and achieving your goal to establish a drug-free life 

and your charges that came into Drug Court will be dismissed.  

 

 

CONCLUSION 

 

The Drug Court Program has been developed to help you achieve total abstinence from 

illicit and illegal drugs and alcohol. The program is designed to promote self-sufficiency 

and to return you to the community as a productive and responsible member. The 

program is voluntary and is your personal choice. The Judge, the court staff and your 

treatment counselor are present to guide and assist you, but the final responsibility is 

yours. You must be motivated to make this change and commit to a drug free life. 

 

We hope this Handbook has been helpful to you and answered most of your questions. If 

you have any additional questions or concerns about the Ada County Juvenile Drug Court 

Program, please feel free to contact the Drug Court Coordinator, or your Public Defender.  

Important Drug Court telephone numbers have been listed on the last page of this 

Handbook for easy access. 
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GOOD LUCK TO YOU! 

IMPORTANT NUMBERS 

 

 

ADA COUNTY DRUG COURT TREATMENT  208-287-5600 

 

ADA COUNTY PUBLIC DEFENDERS OFFICE 208-577-4930 

 

DRUG COURT COORDINATOR    208-287-5628 

 

DRUG COURT PROBATION OFFICER                         208-287-5741 

 

COLOR CODE      208-287- 5637 

 

I have read this participant handbook, and I agree to comply with the expectations. 

 

___________________________    ________________ 

Client        Date 

 

___________________________    ________________ 

Parent /Guardian      Date 

 

___________________________    _________________ 

Parent /Guardian      Date 

 

___________________________    _________________ 

Drug Court Coordinator     Date 

 

___________________________    _________________ 

Probation Officer       Date 

 

 

Revised 4/2013 C Manweiler/Drug Court Team 


